
Dr. Strangelove or How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb, 
was a 1964 pop-culture movie in 
which plans to protect our country 
go horribly awry. One after another, 
the strategies fail, resulting with 
Slim Pickens as Major “King” Kong 
riding a nuclear bomb to oblivion. 

Strategies can be like that if we fail 
to maintain our focus.  Essex has 
set its focus on our values, mission 
and the implementation of People 
First® leadership training. We are 
confident that we, as a company, 
have the people and efforts in place 
to achieve our strategic goals.

The driving force behind Essex 
is our core of dedicated Purpose 
Partners®.  With an average of more 
than 13 years of experience, these 
are the people that compiled the 
values by which we operate Essex. 
Our Culture of Integrity is built on 
Communications, Unity, Learning, 
Trust, Understanding, Respect and 
Excitement.

As a company, we acknowledge that 
we are always “under-construction”, 
working to improve ourselves and 
what we do.  We are acting on 
our Cultural Assessment which 

identified top issues that we need to 
work on together. Cross-functional 
teams have been formed to suggest 
and implement improvements.

We are evaluating strategies and 
the products within our markets, 
including areas of acquisition, 
which have been slim pickins. The 
new market research department, 
working with both sales and 
engineering, is assisting in these 
efforts. We are also improving our 
new product development process 
by using stage gate. This will help 
us better manage and satisfy the 
many opportunities that come to us 
from our customers.  

And most important, we are 
aligning everyone in their individual 
functions towards the same focus, 
living our values and building 
relationships that positively impact 
our business. Working together, 
with a common vision: To grow our 
business to be the world leader in 
our markets for engineered products 
that enhance and protect lives. 

It’s that simple. With everyone on 
board, we can stop worrying about 
Dr. Strangelove and the bomb.

We are headed for success!
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With more than 250,000 participants, volunteers and spectators, the Houston Marathon is the largest single-day sporting event in Houston, 
Texas. Held every January, the 26.2 mile marathon is run concurrently with a half marathon on a course which tracks the perimeter of west 
Houston, starting and ending downtown. A 5K race also takes place that weekend. Many of the runners participate in the marathon’s Run for a 
Reason program, which has raised millions of dollars for charity.

The 2015 race held January 16-18, included a new participant—the Essex Mass Oxygen Distribution System, or MODS. Members from the 
South East Texas Regional Advisory Council (SETRAC) were trained on the MODS and then the unit was set-up to assist the marathon’s medical 
crew with respiratory issues during the event.

The MODS is the only medical grade oxygen delivery system that can be immediately deployed and set-up anywhere. This low pressure, 
portable 75 liter liquid oxygen storage and gaseous distribution system is capable of supplying oxygen to as many as 150 patients at the same 
time through the use of Patient Distribution Kits, or PDKs. The MODS has FDA 510K clearance and is covered under U.S. Patent 8,402,965.

Essex is proud to sponsor the inaugural Collegiate Case Competition 
organized by NASBITE (National Association of Small Business 
International Trade Educators) in conjunction with the College of 
Business at Cleveland State University.

The competition, which is open to all colleges and universities with an 
academic business program, consists of a year-long project that brings 
together top students to work on an international marketing opportunity 
submitted by the sponsoring organization.   

A detailed international marketing scenario, provided by the Essex 
Medical Sales team, became the basis for the case study. 

The top three teams were selected by independent judges to present their 
marketing strategies at the NASBITE Conference in St. Louis, April 15-
17.  Essex will act as the final judge and select the winning submission.

According to Jeff Lockwood, Director of Sales and Business Development, 
“It will be beneficial to see how business and marketing majors approach 
the challenges and opportunities we face as we develop our international 
market share for Medical oxygen therapy products.”

NASBITE is a non-profit educational and professional association, 
established in 1988.  The organization promotes international business 
practice, education and training through its annual conferences, 
newsletters and the Certified Global Business Professional (CGBP) exam. 

NOTEWORTHY
AFFTON AWARDS
Keith Guller was honored as the 2014 Business Person of the Year at 
the Affton Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner held on February 21.

MODS STANDS READY COMPETITION SPONSOR

NEW CAPABILITIES

The Sunnen facility recently added a new “super-machine” to expand 
their manufacturing capabilities.  According to Dave Jenkins, Plant 
Superintendent, the Mazak Integrex I400 ST allows Essex to produce 
machined components that previously required multiple operations or 
in some cases, had to be outsourced.  This machine has a full 5-axis 
milling head incorporated into a twin spindle CNC (Computer Numeric 
Control) lathe and is capable of simultaneous machining from both the 
upper head and the lower turret.

Initial production will focus on pulsation dampeners, including a new 5” 
diameter unit, the largest production model to date.  In the future, having 
the Mazak Integrex I400 ST will give Essex the ability to bid, design and 
fabricate more complex components to meet customers’ requirements.

IN ADDITION TO THE MODS AT THE HOUSTON MARATHON, 
YOU CAN FIND THESE OTHER PRODUCT FEATURES ON ESSEXINDUSTRIES.COM:

In February, Derek Coats, State Director and Mary Beth Luna, District 
Director for Missouri Senator Roy Blunt, paid a visit to the Chivvis 
facility to learn about Essex products and to discuss the importance 
of funding various government programs.

STATE VISITORS

For information on 
the MODS, click here.  
http://bit.ly/EXMODS

Harris County Emergency Corps (HCEC) 
was the first EMS agency in the state of 
Texas and is currently the only CAAS 
(Commission on Accreditation of 
Ambulance Services) accredited agency in 
Houston.  HCEC’s primary responsibility 
is 9-1-1 EMS in north Houston, a twelve 
zip code area with over 400,000 people.  
HCEC also provides event medical 
coverage for Houston’s large event venues 
and professional teams; first responder 
training for businesses and clinicians; 
and Houston’s first Community Health 
Paramedic Program. 

To effectively cover their wide range of 
responsibilities, HCEC maintains seven 
stations and a fleet of thirty ambulances.  
In these ambulances, HCEC relies on 
ALOX from Essex to ensure they are 
prepared 24/7/365 for emergencies, event 
coverage and disaster response.    

According to Amy Spoerle, Director 
of Logistics at HCEC, the Essex ALOX 
provides several key benefits to their 
operation:

Capacity—The 25 liter ALOX eliminates 
concerns regarding maintaining a 
dependable oxygen supply in the 
metro Houston area where traffic, road 
construction or long distance responses 
are common occurrences. 

Availability—When a hurricane or severe 
weather strikes Houston, all types of first 
responders, hospitals and nursing homes 
need cylinders.  An issue of supply and 
demand comes into play and finding 
cylinders can be a challenge.  With the 
ALOX system, just a few VGLS can fill 
the onboard unit in 15 minutes and the 
ambulance can head out.

Safety—Lifting a 125 lb. cylinder can 
cause a back injury or an employee’s foot 
could be smashed if the unit is dropped.  
This may also result in lost time on the 

job and possible worker compensation 
claims.  The ALOX eliminates the need to 
move these heavy cylinders.  

“We wouldn’t have any other type of 
oxygen system on our ambulances”, says 
Amy.  “The Essex ALOX works well from 
so many perspectives – time, money, ease 
of use, reduced injuries, duration and 
peace of mind.  The ALOX is just simply 
the way to go.”

ALOX, The System of Choice for 
Harris County Emergency Corps 
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The 25 Liter Ambulance Liquid 
Oxygen (ALOX) System

For more information 
on the ALOX 

ALOX used by Harris County 
Emergency Corps

On October 8, 2013, Mark Estrada, a 
firefighter from a major West Coast 
metropolitan fire department, experienced 
the life-saving ability of the Last Chance 
Rescue Filter when he was trapped in a 
church fire. 
 
The call came in at 9:27 a.m.  A historic 
two-story, all-wood church was on fire.  
Estrada’s unit was first on the scene.  He 
and another firefighter proceeded up to 
the second floor balcony area to breach 
the ceiling.  Within minutes, there was a 
total roof collapse.  Mark was knocked to 
the floor and trapped underneath debris in 
an aisle between the seats.  
 
Estrada immediately activated his 
emergency radio signal.  As the fire 
intensified, the alarm on his air bottle 
started to go off:  50% air left, 25% air 
left, 10% air left.  When he heard the 10% 
alarm, Estrada knew he needed more time 
than that to escape the burning building.  
He took out his Last Chance Rescue Filter 
and put it on.  
 
In order to maneuver out of his confined 
space, Mark had to remove his air bottle.  
Wearing the rescue filter, he rolled off 
the balcony onto the first floor, dropping 
about 12 feet.  There his Chief found him 
and pulled him to safety.  When he looked 
back, the area where he had been trapped 
was totally engulfed in flames.
 
The fifteen minutes of breathable air that 
the Last Chance Rescue Filter provided 
gave Estrada the time he needed to free 
himself and be brought to safety.
 

Mark Estrada suffered no smoke or 
chemical inhalation damage to his lungs 
as a result of this incident and returned to 
work two days later.

According to Mark Estrada:

“ … the product gave me a second chance 
with life and my family. I’m passionate 
about this product and what it’s done 
for me.  I know the feeling of terror and 
I know what flashes through our minds. 
I saw my SCBA weeks later at the shop, 
burned beyond recognition. That image is 
a reminder of what could have happened.  
I know the filter saved my life.”

LAST CHANCE RESCUE FILTER 
Saves Firefighter’s Life

Essex Industries, Inc. | 7700 Gravois Road | St. Louis, MO 63123 | P 314.832.4500 | essexindustries.com

To watch his story

The information contained herein describes the incident that 
involved Firefighter Mark Estrada.  It is not an endorsement nor a 
recommendation for purchase from his department.

®

Last Chance Rescue Filter® saved the 
life of a firefighter

The CBRNE Enhanced Response Force Package 
(CERFP) program is the U.S. Department of 
Defense’s lead response to provide lifesaving 
capability in the event of a Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear or Explosives (CBRNE) 
incident in the United States.
 
Seventeen CERFP teams are located throughout 
the country, composed of specially trained 
existing National Guard units on state active duty.  
They must be ready to deploy within six hours of 
notification.

These units are key elements of the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s overall program to 
provide military support to civil authorities in 
the event of an intentional or accidental incident 
involving CBRNE.  CERFP teams are designed to 
fill the 6- to 72-hour gap in our nation’s ability to 
provide assistance.

These CERFP teams are responsible for locating 
and extracting victims from a contaminated 
environment; performing mass patient/casualty 
decontamination; and providing medical triage 
or treatment as necessary to stabilize patients for 
evacuation.

The U.S. CERFP searched extensively to find 
a device that could be mobilized quickly and 
transported to mass casualty sites with the ability 

to simultaneously supply oxygen to a large 
number of patients.  The only device the CERFP 
found which met this criteria was the Essex Mass 
Oxygen Distribution System or MODS. 
 
The MODS is the only medical grade oxygen 
delivery system that can be immediately deployed 
and set-up anywhere. This low pressure, portable 
75 liter liquid oxygen storage and gaseous 
distribution system is capable of supplying up to 
64,500 gaseous liters of on-board oxygen.  The 
MODS requires no external power and as many 
as 150 patients can receive oxygen at the same 
time through the use of Patient Distribution Kits 
(PDKs) connected to the system.  Liquid oxygen 
ports allow standard liquid oxygen cylinders 
(VGLs) to be attached, extending the usage time of 
the system indefinitely after the on-board 75 liters 
have been depleted.  The MODS is certified to 
DOT 4L for safe LOX transport and has FDA 510K 
clearance.

Just like the CERFP, over twenty-five EMS agencies 
throughout the U.S. also incorporate the MODS in 
their disaster preparedness program for potential 
mass casualty situations such as earthquakes, 
tornados, hurricanes, fires, explosions, etc.    

The MODS has FDA 510K clearance and is covered 
under U.S. Patent 8,402,965.  

MODS Stands Ready For Mass Casualty Situations
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For more 
information 
about the MODS

MODS chosen for Mass Casualty 
Situation Readiness by CERFP

In the early 1990s, the U.S. Air Force initiated a feasibility study to 
determine if a commercially available product would meet their 
requirements for passenger smoke and fume protection. The USAF 
selected the Essex VRU, renaming it the Emergency Passenger Oxygen 
System (EPOS) which is currently used aboard every USAF passenger 
carrying aircraft.  Since that time, Essex has delivered over 400,000 
EPOS units to the U.S. Air Force.  

The VRU/EPOS is a lightweight, self-contained protective breathing 
device for use in emergency egress and escape situations. The unit 
takes just seconds to don and provides 360° visibility while supplying 
aviator’s grade oxygen to the wearer. The VRU is designed to protect a 
user’s respiratory system, head and vision from fire, toxic fumes 
and hazardous chemical spills for up to 60 minutes.

The VRU+ has the same features as the VRU, 
as well as a specially coated silicone neck 
seal, which provides additional protection to 
the user from chemical warfare agents such as 
Sarin and Mustard gases. 

The performance and versatility of the VRU/VRU+ 
have made it the protective hood of choice for U.S. 
government agencies, military, law enforcement, homeland 
defense, first responders, high-rise building occupants and 
industrial companies both domestically and overseas.

In addition to the USAF, key users of the VRU/VRU+ include:

VRU/EPOS is Standard Equipment for U.S. Air Force
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Watch the Donning Video
http://bit.ly/DONVRU

U.S. Navy
U.S. Coast Guard
U.S. Senate
U.S. Customs
U.S. House of Representatives 
U.S. State Government Agencies

Washington D.C. Court System
Canadian Government
Australian Government
Singapore Air Force
United Nations General 

Security Details 

VRU/EPOS selected by the United 
States Air Force

NEW TEAM MEMBERS
ENGINEERING

Nick Mummert, Sustaining Engineer 

NEW ROLES
ENGINEERING

Charles Culp, Manager of New Product Design and 
Development

Brad Schaefer, Manager of New Product Design and 
Development

MARKETING
Mycalene Berkbuegler, Trade Show Manager



APRIL
20 - 25 Fire Department Instructors Conference (FDIC) Booth #635

Indianapolis, IN

MAY
4 - 8 NBAA Maintenance Management Conference (MMC2015) Booth #200

Portland, OR
10 - 14 Aerospace Medical Association (AsMA) Booth #109

Orlando, FL

JUNE - JULY
15 - 21 International Paris Air Show Booth #TBD

Paris, Le Bourget
28 - 2 Cryogenic Engineers Conference /International Cryogenic 

Materials Conference (CEC/ICMC)
Booth #TBD

Tucson, AZ

UPCOMING TRADE SHOWS

RECENT TRADE SHOWS

7700 Gravois Road | St. Louis, MO 63123 | 314.832.4500 | essexindustries.com

VISIT US @ www.essexindustries.com
And sign-up to receive the Excerpts electronically!

Click on the button at the bottom of the home page 
to be added to our list in time for the next edition. 
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